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mitter all the way back to the Prophet,1 the canonists have
distinguished four kinds of sunnah,2 the first three being
" continuous " and the fourth " discontinuous/'

The "continuous"  (muttasil)  report  (of the sunnah)
includes:

(i) The Mutawatir. It is the report of a people numeri-
cally indefinite (la yuhsa fadaduhum) s whose agreement
upon a lie is inconceivable, in view of their large number,
reliability (cadalah), and diversity of residence.4 According
to one view, the name mutawatir applies only to the report
which inspires confidence by virtue of the large number of
its reporters. According to this view a report would not be
called mutawatir if its content is believed on other grounds,

1 Tech. Diet., p. 1507.

2 By sunnah here is meant only the sayings of the Prophet.    The
doings of the Prophet are dealt with separately (Kashf, p. 679), but
the principles here mentioned must also apply to them, because the
only difference between the two would be, that in one case we have*
the sayings of the Prophet, and in the other, we have the sayings of
the persons who witnessed the doings of the Prophet.   The doctors, in
speaking of the different kinds of sunnah, speak of them advisedly as
divisions of the report  (khabar)  in order to include the reports of
both the saying's and the doings of the Prophet.   (Cf. Tawdih, p. 358;
Talwlh, p. 359.)

sThe Arabic word ah$a means, to count, reach the last number, col-
lect into an aggregate by numbering, comprehend (see Lane, under
ha$a). According to the Talwih (p. 359) the expression la yuh$a
(meaning, cannot be collected into an aggregate by numbering) used
in the above definition means, it cannot be made a matter of record
(la yad-khul takht al-dabt), and in this sense it is opposed to qawm
mahsur, meaning, a body of people whose number can be made a matter
of record, for example, people congregated within four walls. The
Talwtfa further states that no definite number is required for the nwta-
wdtir (cf. Kashf, p. 681). In other words, the expression la yuhsa
must not be taken to mean, too many to be counted.

* Taw&b, p. 358; Pazdawi, p. 681; Shawkani, p. 44 J Minhaj, vol. ii,
pp. 77 et seq.; Tech. Diet., pp. 1471-2.